
Life after Bexhill Academy… 
What are my options? 



Age of Participation 

 All students are now required by law to stay in some form of 
education, training or employment with training until the age 
of 18. 

 

 Do you know what your options are? 



 There are a number of local colleges that you can attend. 

 All colleges offer a range of courses which differ from college to 
college. 

 They all offer different facilities and specialisms so it is important 
that you choose the college that not only offers the right course for 
you, but also feels like the right environment for you. 

 College is different from school, tutors are generally called by their 
first names and you do not wear uniform unless your specific course 
requires it. 

Option 1 – College  



“Bexhill college offers a varied and rewarding 
experience.  We offer the widest choice of advanced 
level courses and subjects in Rother and Hastings.” 
www.bexhillcollege.ac.uk  

 

Bexhill 6th Form College 

You can study for a wide range of A Levels 
and some vocational courses.  They have 
the Izzard Theatre and offer a sports 
academy and a performing arts academy.  

http://www.bexhillcollege.ac.uk/


“With a wide range of vocational courses, and A 
Levels in the 6th Form, there is something for 
everyone to get them on their chosen path to a 
successful career” 
www.sussexcoast.ac.uk 

 

Sussex Coast College - Hastings 

Plaza Campus 
Ore Valley Campus 

Automotive 
Training Centre 

You can study for A Levels or a wide range of 
vocational courses including plumbing, carpentry, 
electrical instillation, painting & decorating, motor 
vehicle maintenance, travel and tourism, hair and 
beauty.  They have a large art and design 
department. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sussex+coast+college&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.hmag.org.uk/whatson/calendar/?event=9521&ei=jUzbVJuSGIjLaNe3gbgJ&psig=AFQjCNEQzNgA0FpL6HJx-JZsQonsdMlvVA&ust=1423744510123395
http://www.sussexcoast.ac.uk/


“Sussex Downs College offers more academic courses 
than any other college in Sussex.  Our vocational courses 
have an enviable record of helping our students to find 
good jobs and continue their studies at higher level” 
www.sussexdowns.ac.uk  

Sussex Downs College   
Eastbourne / Lewes 

Sussex Downs have a campus at Eastbourne and 
Lewes.  They offer a wide range of A Level and 
vocational courses.  They have a sports academy 
and music is a particular strength. 

http://www.sussexdowns.ac.uk/
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Plumpton is a specialist Land Based college. 

They provide courses in agriculture, animal care, gamekeeping, 
countryside, fisheries management, forestry & arboriculture, equine 
management, floristry, horticulture, agricultural machinery, 
blacksmithing & metalwork and adventure education (sport).  

www.plumpton.ac.uk  

Plumpton College 

http://www.plumpton.ac.uk/


“We offer students from 14 to 18 an 
outstanding academic and technical 
education focused on science, technology, 
engineering and maths. Engineering is the 
catalyst that links the subjects you’ll learn, and 
at the UTC you will apply that learning to solve 
real-world problems.” 
www.utc-harbourside.org  

UTC Harbourside  
University Technical College - Newhaven 

This is a new specialist technical college 
that has a focus on science, technology, 
engineering, maths & computing.   

http://www.utc-harbourside.org/
http://www.utc-harbourside.org/
http://www.utc-harbourside.org/
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Rye Studio School is a new studio school that specialises in Visual Arts, Performing Arts  
and Production Arts but partners those subjects with Business subjects including 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship.   

 

“Studio Schools are a new option for young people of all abilities. They offer a new 
approach to learning involving enterprise projects and paid work experience.” 

www.ryestudioschool.co.uk  

Rye Studio School 

http://www.ryestudioschool.co.uk/


 If college doesn’t feel like the right environment for you, you 
could consider a sixth form. 

 Some schools have a Sixth Form which will offer similar choices 
to college but is based in a school (although sometimes they 
have their own building / facilities). 

 They generally offer mainly A Levels and level 3 qualifications.  

 They generally have a stricter dress code.  

 Some private schools offer part or full scholarships.  If you have 
a particular curriculum strength this might be an option for you 
to explore. 

Option 2 - Sixth Form 



“ARK 6th Form has a powerful ethos and creates an environment in which our 
students are encouraged to participate and to display a high level of: 

 Intellectual curiosity 

 Passion for their chosen subjects 

 Desire to contribute to the wider community 

 Ambition to achieve the qualifications to go on to university or their chosen 

     career” www.arksixthformeastsussex.org  

Ark Sixth Form 

The ARK 6th Form operates from the ARK 
William Parker Academy and Helenswood 
Academy.  If offers a number of A Level 
options, a small number of vocational 
subjects and a sports academy. 

http://www.arksixthformeastsussex.org/


Gildredge House is a free school in Eastbourne 
that opened a couple of years ago.  It has a 
brand new Sixth Form opening in September 
2015.  
www.gildredgehouse.org.uk   

Gildredge House Sixth Form 

Gildredge House offers a 
range of A Levels 

http://www.gildredgehouse.org.uk/


 If you do not think college is the  

     right place for you, you might want to consider an apprenticeship. 

 An apprentice is employed and gets paid to work – but has to 
complete a recognised qualification as part of the apprenticeship.   

 Training can be one day a week at college, but could also be 
completed at your place of work, online or in block weeks.  It will 
depend on your employer and training provider. 

Option 3 – An Apprenticeship 

The minimum wage for an apprentice is 
£2.73 an hour.  Many apprenticeships pay 
more than this.  Because you are 
employed your parents will lose any child 
benefit or child tax credits that they 
receive for you. 



 There are different levels of apprenticeships dependent on the level of 
qualifications that you have achieved. 

 Apprenticeships are available in many different industry sectors. 

 If you are not quite ready for paid employment there are unpaid 
Traineeships that help you to gain experience in the work place. 

 

 

 

 

Explore Apprenticeships 

 You can look for a higher level 
apprenticeship after you have 
completed college.  It can be a good 
alternative to university. 

 You can find out about apprenticeships 
and search for vacancies online at: 
www.apprenticeships.gov.uk  

http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/


 Applying for an apprenticeship is like applying for a job. 

 These are the industry sectors that offer apprenticeships: 

What apprenticeships are available? 

Agriculture, 
Horticulture & 

Animal Care 

Arts, Media & 
Publishing 

Information & 
Communication 

Technology 

Engineering, 
Manufacturing & 

Technologies 

Retail & 
Commercial 
Enterprise 

Health, Public 
Services & Care 

Construction, 
Planning & The 

Built Environment 

Business, 
Administration & 

Law 

Leisure, Travel & 
Tourism 



 There are some alternative training providers who provide specialist 
courses. 

 One of these might be appropriate if you have a specific interest in 
something that is not offered by local colleges.  For example, you 
can study sailing in the Isle of Wight. 

 Some alternative training providers might be appropriate for you if 
you have struggled with mainstream education and would like a 
more supportive environment in which to study.   

 The Princes Trust run engagement programmes to try and re-engage 
young people with education or training. 

 MPCT offer a college run on military principles  

 

Option 4 – An Alternative Training Provider 



“Be Armed Forces ready 
Military training opportunities for young people! Our ex-Forces 
instructors are the military mentors who will guide you through 
your training and help you be Armed Forces ready. 
Since its formation in 1999, The Military Preparation College has 
been the chosen military mentor to young people aged 16-18, 
mainly through its Army College division. Every one of our 
military colleges runs military training courses which improve 
your military fitness, military knowledge and military skills. 
The Army College and military courses are ideal preparation for 
a military or Public Services career. The military college runs an 
Army training course, Royal Navy training course, Royal Marines 
training course and RAF training course. 
 

Start your military career today 
As well as improving military fitness and developing Armed 
Forces training, our courses for young people at the military and 
Army College improve team-building and military knowledge 
through the BTEC Level 1 Public Services award. This means you 
have a head start to a military career.” 

www.mpct.co.uk 

MPCT - Hastings 
The Military Preparation College 

  

http://www.mpct.co.uk/


Academic Qualifications 
 You can choose between A Levels 

(2 years) and AS Levels (1 year). 
 These are usually exam based 

qualifications and focus on a 
subject area similar to GCSEs such 
as maths, geography or biology. 

 You usually choose 3 or 4, A or AS 
Levels to study. 

 You will need 5 A*-C grades at 
GCSE to study for A Levels.  Some 
subjects such as maths might 
require you to have a B grade at 
GCSE in order to study it at A 
Level  
 

Academic vs Vocational 

Vocational Qualifications 
 Vocational courses generally 

focus on an industry sector such 
as engineering, health & social 
care or travel & tourism. 

 They tend to be assessed and are 
often project based  although 
some exams are being 
introduced. 

 Apprenticeships are vocational 
 Vocational courses are often 

available at Level 1, Level 2 and 
Level 3.  The level you take will be 
dependent on your GCSE grades. 
 



 If you do not achieve a C grade (or above) in English and/or 
maths you will be required to study these as part of your post-
16 education or training. 

 English and/or maths will be in addition to the courses you 
have chosen to study.  This includes apprentices who are 
training in the workplace. 

 It is a requirement that you attend your English and maths 
classes in order to pass your course or apprenticeship. 

 

English & Maths 



 What you can study will depend on the grades that you get in 
your exams. 

 The more exams you pass and the higher the grades you get – 
the more choices you will have to choose from. 

 If you get five A*-C grades (including maths and English), you 
can study a Level 3 qualification.  This could be A’ Levels or a 
BTEC extended diploma. 

 If you do not achieve five A*-C grades, you can study a Level 2 
or Level 1 qualification – depending on your grades. 

What can I study? 
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 Bexhill Academy is committed to supporting students in 
making a smooth and successful transition from school to post 
16 education or training, but ultimately the decision that you 
make needs to be your decision. 

 It is really important that you make an INFORMED decision.   

 Try and visit as least two colleges for taster days. 

 Visit as many colleges as you can when they have open days or 
open evenings. 

 Make sure you allow yourself time to research your career 
ideas and post 16 options. 

What do I need to do? 



 Explore different career ideas  

 Discover which careers might match your personality type 

 Research what qualifications you will need for entry on to 
university courses 

 Research what careers your qualifications might lead to. 

 

 

Research shows that the more time you spend planning your 
career, the happier you will be at work.   

 

If you need help: 

There are loads of excellent 
websites that can help you to: 



Useful Websites 

icould is a great website for exploring career ideas.  The Buzz Quiz allows you to find out what jobs suit 
your personality and there are hundreds of career videos to inspire you. 
www.icould.com  

 The National Careers Service has a special section for 13-16 year olds and a 
comprehensive  Jobs Bank giving lots of information about the nature of the job, 
income, entry routes and links to find out more. 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   

 

The Apprenticeships web site gives you all the information you need to 
find out about all levels of apprenticeships and traineeships.  You can 
search all apprenticeship vacancies and apply online. 
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk   

 

Plotr is a great website for exploring career ideas.  You can play Game 
which will match your responses to possible careers and there are some 
really useful articles that you can search by subject. 
www.plotr.co.uk 
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http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.plotr.co.uk/


Useful Websites cont… 

We are working in partnership with U-Explore to deliver our careers education, 
information, advice and guidance.  All students will get a personal login to the site 
at some point during this academic year.  They will then be able to use the site at 
school or at home, enabling them to access all the resources on the U-Explore 
website.  Parents will also be able to log into the site.  www.u-xplore.com  

UCAS Progress allows you to explore post 16 education and training options that are searchable by 
postcode. 
www.ucas.com/progress      
 

UCAS allows you to search all university courses.  This can be useful if you want to check 

entry requirements for university courses when you are choosing post 16 options. 

www.ucas.com  

 
Careers Box – Careers films on the web.  Lots of videos to help you explore 
career ideas. 
www.careersbox.co.uk  

http://www.u-xplore.com/
http://www.u-xplore.com/
http://www.u-xplore.com/
http://www.u-xplore.com/
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